Introduction
Despite Africa's relatively low contribution to the world's total greenhouse gas emissions, it is one of the most vulnerable continents to climate change.1 Africa emits far less carbon than other continents. Africa's carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions per year represent only a small fraction, 3.6%, of global emissions, yet 14% of the population of the world lives here.2 The African continent accounts for only 3% of world energy consumption, and the average energy consumption of an African inhabitant is six times less than that recorded for individual inhabitants across the populations of the world. About 600 million people in Africa currently lack access to electricity.3 In the same light, Africa is particularly vulnerable as a consequence of a combination of stresses, and especially owing to poverty.
It is expected that climate change will generate varied and significant impacts on national, regional and global economies; and it is also not unlikely that this will result in increased local and international conflict.4 Climate change-especially in Africa-has the potential to impose pressures on the various aspects of development, economic growth, long-term prosperity, and the survival of its already vulnerable populations.
Moreover, climate change, variability and associated increased disaster risks are an additional burden to sustainable development in Africa, as well as a threat and impediment to achieving the Millennium Development Goals.5 Climate extremes exert substantial stress on low-income populations in particular, and the poor are most vulnerable to multiple dimensions of climate change such as heat waves, sea level rise, the destruction of coastal zones and water shortages due to drought.
More effective regulation may therefore be needed to help prevent the aforementioned situations from worsening and to provide an environment for development on the continent. This is reflected from an African Union perspective, taking a glimpse at the important role of regional integration processes and with a view on selected regional and national challenges and opportunities.
As a group of leading emerging economies, the BRICS partnership consisting of Brazil, the Russian Federation, India, China and South Africa has embarked on new policy pathways to exploit potential and new opportunities for economic and sustainable development. Although economic development is at the heart of the BRICS partnership, climate change is high on the agenda of BRICS since its formal inception, which shall-among other things-be reflected in this article.
